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THE 


PREFACE 


To the READER, 


HE Author although not in the leaſt con- 
ſcious, of having advanced any Thing, in 
the enſuing Tract inconſiſtent with Goſpel Doc- 


trine, or that he hath Occaſion to be aſhamed 


of, yet chuſes (at preſent) for ſome Reaſons, not 
to publiſh his Name with it; one of which he may 
mention, viz. He cannot quite reconcile himſelf 
do ſubſcribe as Author of the Whole; ſeeing a 

_ conſiderable Part of it, | hath been furniſhed | by 
ſome of his Friends, which at divers Times he re- 


ceived in Letters on this Subject; and which he 
judged ſo pertinent to the Matters treated of, that 
he took the Liberty to make Uſe of them, ſolely 


with a View to the laſting Benefit of ſuch, for 
whoſe Sake he undertook this Labour, And let 


its Succeſs be what it may, he will have the Satis- | 
faction of having attempted to-ſhew the © Fearful 
and Unbelieving,” the great Inconſiſtency of pro- 
feſſing Truth in Words, and eſtabliſtüng Error by 


their Practice. 
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N. 4H E Faithfulncſ of” Pricnd; 4 in mining 
the ſeveral Branches of our Ohriſtian Teſti- 
PU Ps is of * ſuch Concern and Importance: 
to our religious Society, and J have been fo often ſor- 
rowfully affected with the Conſideration of the ſaud 
Effects oß the Unfaithfulneſs of ſome, in letting fall our 
ancient chriſtian Teſtimony againſt the antichriſtian 
Yoke of Tythes, that I am engaged to recite. the 
principal Reaſons, why Friends refuſe to pay this or 
other Demands of the fame Nature, to anſwer the 
Excuſes and Pleas of Tythe-pay ers, and to offer · ſome 
3 Obſervations 
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6 The Reaſons for refuſing to 


Obſervations upon the Diſcipline, needful to be ex- 
tended towards them; in Order that all concerned, 
and eſpecially the nifing Youth, might be aſſiſted to 
form a right Judgement in this Affair, leſt any of 
them ſhould be led thro the eontagious Influence-ob 
the ill Example of Torhe, who Are more advanced in 
Years, to glide unhappily into a Defection from our 
ancient Chriſffan Teſtimony, without.entering deeply 
enough into the Conſideration of the Subject. 


1 o 

FEE) refuſe to pay Tytbes ah aer Sake. 
of C 

ef FA | i .-# 1.5 1 A* oft] 


Becauſe, Tythes, conſidered merely as not 8 
freewill Offerings, but exacted of the People 
Force of human Laus, are a Mam m 
to the Nature of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, unworthy 

the Miniſters thereof, and directiy repugnant to the 
expreſs Commands of our Lord and Lawęiver, who, 
when he ſent forth his Diſciples to preach; gave en 
ig Charge; * 5, Freely ye\bava frre ufd ( freely 

4 F&Ue ve read, ＋alſo, that it, Was the Doctrine 
and. Practice G the Apotiles, and primitive Chriffian 
Mini ſters, to preach. the Goſpel.freely, without covet- 
ing any Man's; Gold, or Silver, or, Apparel; and we. 
believe the Goſpel. ought to be always ſo preached; and 
know.thatit-is fo, preached among us, by thoſe who have 
freely crit A, oy of the Min Therefore, 
20 2817 ve 1 yeh 75 a Com: 
Mat. 10. * b Ads 20, 33 35. v1, l Tbet 2. 9 9. i ii. Thet⸗ 
2 8, . Cor. 9. 18, 19. 1. Pet. 5. 25 3. 


n \ A LE Ra AP) * : 
+" +, NIENIES * e 8 — * ed 7 8 


8 . . 3 22 hs ** 2 en 
„„ 3 * — : 
e 


Compliance wich che Payment of Tythes is a fleny- 


ing the Freedom of the Goſpel, or that it ought to 
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be freely preached, without * Mow 0 N 
enen Man. fan 
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Becauſe, Tythes, being a Part of the Ceremonial 
Law: of Moſes, as fully appeass from: their * being 
offered, by the Jeus, as an Heave-offering unto 
the Lord, the paying or receiving them is turning 
again to the weak and beggarly Elements, and a ſub- 
mitting to the Ceremonial Law, and Yoke of Bon- 


dage, which was laid upon the 3 ews to be obſetved, 


and borne by them in the Land of Canaan, until the 
Meſſiah came, hom they were to hear in all Things. 
But we are now commanded 4 to ſtand faſt in the 


Liberty wherewith Chriſt has made us free, and not 


to be again entangled with the Yoke of Bondage. 


III. 


Gs the Cereinonial Law, and 3 


Tythes which were a Part thereof, being abrogated 


by. the coming ang ſuffering of Chriſt ; an the Fleſn; 
to pay or receive Pythes under the Goſpel, is to be 
actively concerned in ſupporting that which was to be 


done away by the coming of Chriſt; and by Actions, 


which "our louder than Words, to o deny, at leaſt im- 
| Plicitly. 


* Num. 18. 24. + Gal. To 1. | 


8 The: Reafons for refuſing to 


plicitly, that Chriſt is come in tlie Fleſm; and therefore 
ſuch Payment is of * Antichriſt. For if I there be 
not a Change in the Law, xhen the Prieſthood of 


Aaron remaineth; and if that Prieſthood remain, 


then Chriſt is not yet come. t The Law was a 
School-Maſter unto Chrift, and after Faith 1s come, 
we are no longer under a School-Maſter ||. If we 
muſt ſtill be in Bondage under the Elements of- _ 
World, then God hath not yet ſent forth his Son. 
- Becauſe the firſt Introducers of Tythes into the 
chriſtian Church, founding their Authority upon-the 


Law. of : Moſes, pleaded that the : tenth Part of the. 
yearly increaſe of the Lands, Cattle, and Induſtry 
of the People was due to Goſpel Miniſters now, as to 
the Jewiſh Prieſts formerly, by divine Right: And 
the Laws of England, now in Force to compel the 


Payment thereof, were founded and eſtabliſned upon 
the Suppoſition, that it was, and is ſo due to Chriſt's 
Miniſters for the neceſſary Support of his Church. 

And therefore the active Payment of Tythes, acknow- 
ledges the divine Title by which they are claimed, 
and recovered by Law, juſtifies tie Laws which com- 


pel the Payment, and attributes to the meek Author 
of the Chriſtian Religion, all the Perfecutions and 


and Cruelties that have been acted under Trend of 
ſupporting his Church. 


V. Be- 


* }, John 1 Heb. 1 Gal. A 24 25. 
4 Compare Gal. A 37 85 


5 
4 N 
1 2 
5 
3 
2 
7 
3 
1 
4 
„ 
* 
5 
* 
* 
* 
* 
8 
* 
bh. 
35 
5 
* 
3 
Ws. 
. 
N 
LE 
4: 
* 8 
5 
* 
3 5 
7 
* 
5 * of; 
3 
1 * * 
2 
3 
3 
” 
£38 
£2 
I 
i £0 
4 
I. 
8 
ky, 
ins 
is 
KG 
8 
th 
RH 
. : 
© 
9 
A 
» oy 
«ap, 
. + UL 
* A 
* 
x 
AB 
— 
Pf 
« 
4 
* 
S: > 
1 
"x 


mt 

3 

* 

* 

* 

5 

: 

"4 

* 

bed. 
Ra 
IS 
10 72 
F. 
PF: 

* 


. & ” Þ 
wy . 
- - 
Pe » r 
. 
bs” og 


Becauſe Tyrhes ſprung up, and were eſtabliſhed in 
the darkeſt Time of Popiſh Superſtition, by Authority 
of the Pope, in Oppoſition to the Precepts and Prac- 
tice of Chriſt, of his Apoſtles, and of the primitive] Mi- 
niſters of his Church. And therefore to pay Tythes 


actively, is to own. and ſubmit to the antichriſtian 
and unjuſt Dominion, which the Pope and his Clergy 


firſt found Means to uſurp, over the Conſcience and 


Property of a blind and ſuperſtitious. People, and 
which the Clergy of the Church of England till 


continue to exerciſe in a more enlightened Age, 


wherein many, more clearly ſee, and ſenſibly feel the . 


Yoke of the wy aa tion, than have the Conrage to 
withſtand i it open. 8 


o © 
4 4 

* 0 
* „ 

5 > 


Becauſe Tythes are exadted for the bie of main- 


taining a Worſhip, and a Miniſtry, which ſtand upon 
the Authority, of Man, and not upon the Authority 


of God and his Chriſt : And whoſe Offices are too 
generally undertaken from Motives of Gain or world- 
ly Views. But we believe none to be true Miniſters 
of Chriſt, but thoſe who have freely received of him 


a Gift of the Miniſtry : And that ſuch are bound to 
preach the Goſpel freely, of pure Love of God and 


Souls, without the leaſt View of Reward from Man. 


Therefore, whoever of us pays Tythes, the ſame 
| helpeth to ſupport a Man- made Miuiſtry, that preaches | 
B 


fox 


pay T. ythes briefly ſlated. 9 


10 The Reaſons for refuſing to pay Tythes, c. 


for Hire, and divines for filthy Lucre : And to main- 
rain it againſt the free Miniſtry of the Goſpel. 


VII. El 


— Becauſe, it is ſaid, * © Let every Man be fully 
4 perſwaded in bis own Mind: For whatſbever is 

not of Faith, is Sin. But we are fully perſwaded, 
for the Reaſons aforeſaid, that we ought not to pay 
Tythes: And believe that the National Miniſters 
have no juſt Right to them. Therefore, to us it 
would be a Sin to pay them Tythes, 


VIII. 


Becauſe, we are fully perſwaded, that the Lord 
hath called his People to Mas a faithful Teſtimony fot 
the Freedom of the Goſpel, againſt this antichriſtian 
Yoke of Bondage. Becauſe we know, that to pay 
Tythes, would be to undervalue, to act contrary to, 
and to cenſure thoſe faithful Witneſſes of the Truth, 
cho have borne and ſuffered, for this their Teſtimony 
ſich great Loſſes, Impriſonments, and even Death. 
And becauſe we ſee by Experience, that Unfaithfulnefs 
ſtrengthens the Hands of the Perſecutors, adds to the 
Sufferings of honeſt Friends, and binders the Perſons 
own Growth, and Froſperity 1 in the bleſſed Truth. 


3 thus briefly given the chief Heads of the 
Reaſons, why Friends refuſe to pay Tythes ; which 
EP Reaſons 


* Rom. 14. , 13. 


The Pleas and Excuſes for paying Tythes, Se. 11 


Reaſons appear ſo weighty to the ſenſible and truly 
religious amongſt us, that they have ever found it to 
be their Place to bear this Teſtimony faithfully, and 
not to depart therefrom through Fear of ſuffering, or 
any other Motive. I ſhall now proceed to conſider, 
and anſwer the Reaſons, or rather Excuſes, which our 


Tythe- payers uſually dee recourſe unto, to vindicate 


or excuſe their Compliance with the Payment of 
Tythes, in Oppoſition to the Senſe and Judgement of 
the Body, and the profeſſed Principles of the Society, 
whereof they are willing to be accounted Members. 


The Pleas and Excuſes for paying Tythes, confi dered 
| and refuted. 


| Excuſe I. 


They alledge, that the "FE ptures * « Put us in 


« Mind to be ſubjett to Principalities and Powers; 
« #0 obey Magiſtrates; and Þ to ſubmit ourſelves bo 
* every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sate; t 


for there is na Power, but of God; and the 
* Powers that be, are ordained of God ; whoſoever 


* therefore reſiſteth the Power, refiſteth the Ordi- 
« nance of God.” Now as the Powers that be, have 


thought fit to enact or continue certain Laws, by 
wich the Parſons of the ſeveral Pariſhes in England 


are entitled to demand, and recover the 'Tythes of 


their reſpective Pariſhioners ; are we not bound by 
theſe Scriptures to obey ? 


* Tit. 3. 1, +1. Pet. 2. 13. 4 Rom, 13» 1. | 


4 8 
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£ Anſwer, 


In general, and in all Things not againſt Conſcience, 
we are bound to obey the Laws of the Land; but 
whenever it happens, that any ſuch Law claſhes with 
the Law of God, we ought ſurely, in ſuch Caſes, to 
obey God, rather than Man; and even our Lawyers 
* allow, that no human Laws are of any Validity, if 

contrary to the Law of God, for God is the higheſt 
Power, and no Law of Man can excuſe us in his 
Sight, if we do any Thing which we know or believe 
is contrary to his divine Will. Now the Body of 
ſincere Friends, have always found the Law of God 
forbid them to pay Tythes, or in any Shape to help 
to ſupport this Antichriſtian Yoke in theſe Goſpel 
Times; yet they paſſively obey, ſubmit to, and ful- 

fil the Law, by ſuffering the Penalty annexed to it 
with Meckneſs and Patience; which is all the Obe- 

dience that Scripture, or the Reaſon of the Thing, 
requires in this Caſe: Thus they reſiſt not the Powers 
that be, but ſubmit themſelves to every Ordinance of 
Man for the Lord's Sake, and at the ſame Time pre- 
ſerve the Conſcience void of Offence towards God 
aud Man; and ſimilar hereto was the Conduct of 
the Servants of God formerly. Shedrach, * Meſbach 
and Abednego, refuſed to Worſhip the Image which 
Nebuchadnezzar ſet up; and Daniel deſiſted not 
three Times 2 Day to pray, and give Thanks before 
N "© SR © his 


* See our preſent Judge Blackſtone's Commentaries on the 
Law of England, Vol 1. p. 41 and 37. 
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his God, during the thirty Days prohibited by Da- 
rius, as he did aforetime; and this behaviour, tho”: 
in both Inſtances directly contrary to the Decree of a 
mighty and deſpotic King, was approved in the Sight 
of God as 1s evident from their mareculous Deliver- 


= 1 would obſerve further, that the Claimants of 
Tythes, cannot derive the Property they pretend to 
have in them from the Laws of the Land; for the 
Law gives no Man a Property in any 'Thing. It only 
provides Remedies to ſecure and recover to every Man 
that Property, which he has acquired in the Thing 
conteſted, by ſome other lawful Means, as by Gift, 

Purchaſe, - or Inheritance; and in Relation to Tythes, 
it takes it for granted they are due to God and holy 

Church, and upon that miſtaken Suppoſition has 
made ample Proviſion for the Recovery of the Tythes, 


which 
The Plea of making human Laws, however repugnant 
to the Law of God, the Rule of our Obedience ; at once 
condemns moſt of the Martyrs and Sufferers, on Account 
of Religion; and is ſo abſurd in itſelf, that it is not. worth 
a refutation; yet I would obſerve that many, (as appears 
by the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories of this . Nation), ſuffered 
much for their Conſcientious Refuſal to pay Tythes, as 
alſo, on Account of another antichriſtian popiſh Demand, 
called Peter-pence, before we as a People were in Being: 
Let me likewiſe add Cave's Account in his Primitive Chriſ- 
tianity, Part 3rd, Page 327, that the Chriſtians of thoſe 
Times, refuſed to pay Taxes rated upon them for the 
Maintenance of the Heathen Templed. 


. 
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which the Claimant or ſome Body for him, teſtifies 
to be due to him. How that is proved, is to them- 
ſelves. We, who believe Tythes are an Antichriſtian 
Yoke, firſt impoſed on the People by the Pope's Au- 
thority, are fully perſwaded we owe them to no Man, 
neither in Equity nor by any Law of God: And there- 
fore we can do no otherwiſe than to refuſe the Pay- 
ment, becauſe our Compliance therewith would allow 
the divine Right, on which the Power of Recovery 
is grounded, and juſtify the Law in compelling the 
Payment, on that Bottom. How therefore can any 
Member of the Society, who is honeſt in his Enqui- 
ries, and carefully weighs the Reaſons why faithful 
Friends refuſe to pay Tythes, make himſelf caſy in 
2 Practice ſo n to the profeſſed Principles 
thereet ? 


Excuſe II. 


Had the three Jews conformed to the Decree of 
Nebuchadunezzar, they would have been guilty of 
downright Idolatry. But the Payment of Tythes 
is of another Nature; it regards only our outward 
Subſtance ; and whether we pay or refuſe, it infringes 
not on the Conſcience. May we not therefore teſtify 
our Diſapprobation of Tythes, and at the ſame 
Time conform to the Law of the Land? 


A nſwer. 


| Whoever ſees Tythes to be a Jewidh, or a oapith, 
or an antichriſtian Impoſition, ane. yet pays them; 
the 


Tythes, conſidered and refuted. 15 


the ſame conforms to what he believes to be an Evil: 
And all ſuch Conformity muſt infringe upon, and 
wound a tender Conſcience: Otherwiſe the three 
Jews might have obeyed in Form, though not in 
Heart, and ſo have eſcaped their fiery Trial. The 
Motive for deſiring to conform to the Law we diſſent 
from in our Hearts, is moſtly the Fear bf the Penalty 
annexed to the breach of it; and the Man, who, 
through ſuch Fear obeys the Commands of Men 
againſt his Conſcience ; doth manifeſtly prefer the 
Law of Man before the Law of God. The Payment 
of Tythes, muſt of Neceſſity affect the Conſcience of 
every. ſincere Member of our Society, becauſe he 
would thereby aſſent to the Claimant's Title. The 
Actions of Men ſpeak louder and plainer than their 
Words : And therefore to declate a Diſſent in Words; 
while we conform in Acts, is not bearing a faithful 
Teſtimony; ; but mere Colluſion and Hypocriſy ; and 
can no more be reconciled with Truth, than a Propas 
ſal to ſerve God and Mammon, 


| Excuſe III. 


If an active Compliance with Evil always implies 
an Approbation thereof, then we approve the Act of 
an Highway-man, when we deliver our Money upon 
nis Demand; and we ought rather refuſe being active, 
but only raſſively ſuffer him to take it, though by 
ſuch Procedure we ſhould expoſe Life to greater 
5 Danger. 


Auſaer. 
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The Cases are not aaralleke. c The Hime un 
pretends no Right to what he takes, but if convicted, 
commonly acknowledges the uſtice of the Puniſhmear 
he incurs; and no ill Conſequence ariſes from comply- 
ing with his unjuſt Demands, further than the Loſs of 
the Money, nur good from refuſing to deliver. But in 
the Caſe of Tythes, certain Men have made a Claim 
to them, to the Prejudice of true Religion, under the 
miſtaken Notion that Religion required. ſuch a Main- 
tenance: And therefore it becomes the Duty of thoſe, 
to whom the Miſtake is peculiarly manifeſted, to bear 
a faithful Teſtimony againſt the Payment, in Order 
that the Underſtanding of the Ignorant may be in- 
formed, the important Miſtake be rectified, and the 
Aſperſions which it hath caſt on the Chriſtian n Religion, 
be removed. - 


Excuſe IV. 


Why then do not Friends alſo Scruple to pay the 
King's Taxes, ſeeing it is known that the Money 
raiſed 1s often applied to the Uſes of War, which is 
as contrary to our Principles, as paying Tythes ? _ 


Anſwer. 


When our Saviour was aſked, whether it was law- 
ful to pay Tribute to Cz/ar, he anſwered ; *© Reyder 
40 Cafar the Things which are Czſar's, and to 
| tt God 
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« God the Things that are God's. And at another 
Time to pay Tribute, he directed Peter to take the 
Fiſh that firſt came up, and give the Money found 
in its Mouth for him and Peter. Tnus by Precept 
and Example of Chriſt himſelf, are we required to 
pay Tribute to Cæſar; for if it was due to an Heathen 
Prince, it ſurely is no leſs ſo to thoſe profeſſing Chriſ- 
tianity. And here is a Goſpel Authority for Tribute 
to Princes, which the Claimants of T ythehave not, 
as to the Uſes the Money is applied to, we are not 


reſponſſ ble, as we have no Share i in the Adminiſtra- 
| tion. 


Excuſe V. 


But is it not prudent to commit a ſmall Evil to 
avoid a greater? And is it not better to pay the De- 
mand, than by provoking a captious Prieſt to run the 
Haezrd of bringing a , into Poverty or great 
ny! Wet 


Anſwer. 


The Apoſtle Pau! thus queries, ſhall we continue 
in Sin, that Grace may abound ? God forbid; and 
moreover our bleſſed Saviour, whoſe voluntary Suf- 
ferings for us ought well to be conſidered, has declared, 
that whatſoever Men ſhould part with for his Sake 
and the Goſpel's, they ſhould receive in this World 
an hundredfold, and in that which is to come eternal 
Life. Is it then reaſonable for us to rely on our own 


Policy, rather than upon the Lord's gracious Pro- 
—_ | muſes : 1 
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miſes? By ſuch a Proceedure we ſhall ſtain our 
Profeſſion, and bring Reproach upon the Goſpel, by 


allowing that the forced Maintenance of thoſe called 


the Clergy, is conſiſtent with Chriſtianity : For 


Tythes are not, nor can be, claimed 8 8 any other 
Bottom. | 


And farther to explain the Preſent Subject, let the 
following Queries and Anſwers be well conſidered. 


Query I. 


Are the Laws for the Recovery of Tythes con- 
ſiſtent with Chriſtianity? ? 


470 wer. 


The Fruits of theſe Laws clearly evince, that they 
cannot be pleaſing to Chriſt, who commanded his 
Miniſters to give freely, as they had freely received. 
And whoſoever now claims Tythes, or complies with 
ſuch Claim, not only acts contrary to Chriſt's Com- 
mands, but revives again the Levitical Law, which 
he abrogated, and thereby implicitly denies that 
Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, See the three firſt 
Reaſons for refuſing the Payment, and Thomas El- 
wood's Account of Tythes in general, and alſo 4 
Pearſon's great Caſt of Tythes. 


| Query 


JTytbes, confidered and refuted A 


| Query II. 


Doth an active W with an antichriſtian 
Law, make the Perſon complying an Acceſſary there- 
to, and a Sharer in the Conſequences that _y natu- 
* ariſe from it? 


lee, | 


As we are anffrcrnbile to God for a our Actions, it 
is not lawful for us to conſent to any Thing that 1s 
contrary to his Witneſs in the Conſcience, and to the 
Holy Scriptures, 'We are not however to refuſe pay- 
ing any Man that which he has a juſt Right to, on 
Pretence we know or believe he will apply it to an ill 
Purpoſe; For we owe it him, and if we have no 
Right or Power over his Actions, we are not account- 
alk for them. If a Demand is made upon us by a 
Title that is not good, while we are ignorant of this 
Circumſtance, and believe the Demand is due from 
us, we are bound in Conſcience to pay it, until we 

come to diſcover the Impoſition, but no longer. If, 
after we are convinced of the Badneſs of the Title, 
we continue lo. pay, we do Injuſtice to ourſelves. If 

our Neighbours labour under the ſame Impoſition 
without knowing it, we, to whom it is diſcovered, 
are bound to give them due Information thereof: 
Otherwiſe, if we neglect this neceſſary Duty, and 
ſtill contribute to ſupport the Claim of the Impoſer 
by paying it; we do injuſtice to ourſelves to our 
Neighbours, and to the Witneſs of God in the Con- 
C 1 ſcience, 
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ſcience, and make ourſelves Acceſſary to the Impoſi- 
tion, and therefore become accountable for the Con- 
ſequences. And the Caſe becomes more ſerious and 
important, in Proportion to the Extenſiveneſs and 
Injury of the Impoſition. But we, as a People pecu- 
liarly favoured both with a free Miniſtry among our- 
ſelves, and with a clear Sight of the Nature of the 
grand Antichriſtian Yoke of Tythes, impoſed on us 
to maintain a hireling Miniſtry ; which not only takes 
unjuſtly from numerous Bodies of People, a large 
Portion of their Property without giving them an 
Equivalent, but alſo (which is worſe) greatly hinders 
their growth in real Religion, and reflects Diſhonour 
npon God and Chriſt: We, who know that i: was 
in the dark Times of popiſh Superſtition, the People 
were firſt made to believe themſelves bound to pay 
Tythes, through the Craft of Prieſts, and their own. 
Ignorance ; that the Claim has not any other more 
ſolid Foundation, notwithſtanding it is ſo pompouſly 
demanded as due by divine Right, and the Law of 
the Land; and that this Belief of an Obligation to 
pay Tythes, doth and can ſubſiſt only through the 
Continuance of the fame Cauſes that gave it Birth, 
and therefore cannot ſtand and abide the Light: We, 
who are favoured to have our Judgements thus clearly 
convinced of the Impoſition, and of the evil Nature 
of it, ought certainly not to be ſilent, but to unite 
cloſe together, and with one accord bear a faithful 
Teſtimony againſt it, for the Truth's Sake, and for 
the People's Sake. This is the plain Way to inform 
their Judgements, and remove their Ignorance, that 
they alſo may fee the Impoſition as it is; the unfaith- 

ful 
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ful Members who drop their Teſtimony, and contri- 
bute to keep up the Impoſition by complying with 


the Demand, are juſtly chargeable with keeping the 


World in Ignorance: And that very many People 
are in Ignorance reſpecting this Matter, is evident to 
every Obſerver. - In this Age, which is fo far en- 
lightened, that a divine Right to Tythes is diſavowed 
in a pretty geheral Way, many Men are become fo 


| uneaſy with the worldly Inconveniences of the Im- 


poſition, as to wiſh for a Repeal of the Tythe Laus! 
Who yet believe the Claimants have at preſent a juſt 
Title by Law, and therefore not only pay them as 
2 juſt Debt, but are ready to cenſure the Quakers 
who do not obſerve theſe Laws, inſtead of ſhewing 
Tenderneſs to them in their Sufferings Which doth | 
not ſo much proceed from Want of Compaſſion, as 
from their Ignorance of the Foundation of the Qua- 
kers conſcientious. Scruples, and from a miſtaken 
Opinion thence ariſing that ;hele Sufferings might 
No been honeſtly avoided. Hence one weighty 
Uſe of our Teſtimony againſt Tythes, is to put the 
Ignorant upon an Enquiry into our Reaſons, whereby 
they may come to a right Underſtanding of the Caſe; 
and then ſuch, Sufferings will not appear needleſs, 
bur highly neceſſary and honourable, and many of 
thoſe whoſe Eyes are thus, opened, - may probably 
find it their Duty to join with us in. bearing A Teſti- 
mony for the Freedom of the Goſpel againſt this 
antichriſtian Impoſition. 45 


It is . not enough to fay, that : any Man, 
uſing his Balan, may, by reading Friend's Books on 
tho 
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the Subject, be convinced of the Inconſi iſtency of 
Tythes with the Chriſtian Religion. Men look 
more at our Actions, than at our Words, and with 
Reaſon ;' for Actions as they coſt more, are more 
valuable, and preach better than Words, which alone 
are but empty Sound. We ought to ſhew the Way, 
and to be as Lights and as Waymarks to the World. 
The faithful Teſtimony born by our Predeceſſors, 
doubtleſs tended greatly to weaken the Foundation of 
this Yoke, and was the inſtrumental Means of con- 
vincing ſome of the Neceſlity of ſuffering whatſoever 
the Impoſer ſhould be permitted to. inflict, rather 
than conſent to, the Payment. As they convinced 
ſome, our Perſeverance in the ſame Faithfulneſs is the 
Way to convince others; and a Continuation thereof 
in a gradual Progreſſion lays a ſubſtantial Hope, for a 
compleat Deliverance in due Time. And let it be 
remembered by all concerned, that as we of the pre- 
fent Age, who ate Members of the ſame Body, par- 
take of the Benefit that has ariſen from the Perſecu- 
cutions and heavy Sufferings, of thoſe who at firſt 
made ſo noble a Stand for Liberty; fo we are in 
Proportion, aftefted by the diſorderly Walking of 
_ unfaithful Brethren, who are undoing whit the others 
have done. The Body not only loſes the Aſſiſtance 
of theſe unfaithful Members in carrying on the Work, 
but muſt abide their real Oppoſition:- For in this 
Caſe, where there is a Neceſſit ity of declaring by 
Actions for or againſt the Claim, a Man cannot be 
\ neuter. The unfaithful act in Conjunction with our 
Adverſaries; and we may ſay, from fad Experience, 


they have been more injurious to our Cauſe, and. 
Helpful 
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helpful to their's, than the moſt powerful of our de- 
clared Oppoſers: So true it is, that a Man's moſt 
dangerous Enemies are thoſe of his own Houſehold, 


Query II. 


Is it reaſonable or conſi ſtent with the Nang of 
Memberſhip, that a Man ſhould take upon himſelf, 
to act contrary to the fundamental Principles and 


Rules of the Society, or Body, of which he is, or 
deſires to continue a Member? 


Anſwer. 


No more than it is reaſonable for the Hand to 


deliver to an Adverſary, a Weapon to wound the 


Body of which it is a Member : In the natural Body, 
we ſee, every Member labours wonderfully for the 
good and wellbeing of the Whole; and will readily 
| ſuffer for the Sake thereof, when there is Occaſion : 

Thus if the Eye ſees a Sword aiming at the Body, 


the Hand will A e receive it, and ſuffer itſelf to 
be pierced through, rather than not defend the Body; 
for the Whole is actuated by one Mind. So it ought 


alſo to be in the Church of Chriſt. 
Query IV. 
Doth the Payment of Tythes by ſome Quakers, 


rend to encreaſe the Sufferings of thoſe, who for 
Conſcience Sake cannot pay the ſame ? 


Anſwer. 


\ r 4 
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Anſwer. 


The Queſtion that is ſo commonly put to the faith- 
ful Teſtimony-bearers, why cannot you pay as well 
as ſuch an one your Neighbour, who is of your 
Society, a very honeſt and good Sort of a Man, and 
has no Scruple? Plainly ſnews that the Compliance 
of ſome under our Name with the Payment, hath a 
tendency to encreaſe the Sufferings of thoſe, who con- 
ſcientiuoſly refuſe to pay. For indeed, the natural 
Effect of ſuch Compliance is, to weaken in the Eyes 
of the World our true Plea of Conſcience ; and to 
confirm our Adverſaries in the falſe Opinion, which 

they often broach, that the Refuſal of the Quakers 
to pay Tythes, is more owing to the peculiar Rules 
and Policy of the Society, than to a real Scruple of 
Conſcience in the Individuals ; and that a Steadineſs* 


in Refuſal is the Effect of Obſtinacy or Bigotry. 


Therefore every inſtance of a Compliance hath a 


Tiendency to give our Adverſaries Cauſe of Triumph 


and Hope, to ſtrengthen their Hands, and harden 
their Hearts againſt the faithful Sufferers. And cer- 
tainly, no Weapon, ever yet formed againſt us, has 

been ſo piercing to the Sufferers, as this, which has 

been put into the Hands of our Adverſaries, by Mem- 
bers of our own Body. Vet it is the incumbent 
Duty of each Member, to vindicate the Cauſe of 
every ſuffering Brother: But how can thoſe help ta 


do this, who are daily giving up the Ca uſe for which 
tpe fachful Members ſuffer? 


There 
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There have been divers Inſtances of Perſons among 
us, who, on their Death-beds have had ſorely to 
lament that, they had paid, or conſented to others 
paying for them, theſe antichriſtian Demands. The 
following remarkable one was publiſhed by Friend's 
Printer in the Year 1710. 


The dying Teſtimony and Exerciſe of William Fiſher, 
— conrering the Payment of Tythes. 


1 William Fiſher of Roſs, in the County of 
Hereford, being weak in Body, but of a right Un- 


derſtanding in Mind, having been ſorely afflicted in 


Mind and Conſtience, ſince my late and preſent 
Weakneſs, in my conſenting to my Son's paying of 


my Tythes for me; which has been ſuch a Terror to 


me, and has wounded my Conſcience fo, that I could 


not take my natural Reſt ; and has cauſed me to give 


out this Paper, as an Acknowledariment of my Con- 


demnation for ſo doing; I deſire all others, who pro- 
feſs the Lord's everlaſting Truth, may oh Warning 


by me in this my known Tranſgreſſion, and bear 
their Teſtimony more faithful for the Lord, againſt 
the grand Oppreſſion of Tythes; that ſo they may 


be more eaſy, and. of a more compoſed and retired 
Mind; upon a dying Bed, than I have been ſince the 


Terrors of the Lord have followed me, in giving Way 


to that Deluſion : The which, if it was to do again, I 


uould not pay it for all the World. I deſiring, and 
often ſupplicating the Lord, in this Time of my 


Weakneſs, and before, to forgive me for this my 
great Tranſgreſſion in paying of Tythes. And I 
deſire 
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deſire the Prayers to the Lord of all oy true and 
honeſt hearted Friends and Brethren, that he would 
be pleaſed in Mercy to paſs by and forgive me for 
this my Sin and Tranſgreſſion, that ſo I may obtain 
true Peace with the Lord my Saviour. And now, 
having great Satisfaction in publiſhing what is before 
written, do I ſubſcribe my Name to ous! 


ruhe 8 43 Willian Fiſher. 


* Jeſepb Cowles, Jonah Cator, &c. 


'The unanimous and concurrent Teſlimony of our 
worthy Friends, from the Beginning both in their 
private, and 1n their united Capacity as a Society, 
together with the great Fight of Affliction our early 

Friends endured, even to the Loſs of many of their 
Lives in Priſons and Dungeons, in maintaining this 
noble Teſtimony for the Liberty of the Golpe], 
agdinſt the antichriſtian Yoke of 'Tythes, ought, in 
| Reaſon and the Nature of Things, to have a peculiar 
Weight with thoſe who now profeſs the ſame Princi- 
ples; ſeeing the contrary Practice is no leſs than 
trampling upon their Blood, as it were, and cenſu- 
Ting them as Fools, for expo ing chemitiyes to ſuch 
great Sufferings unnecelfarily. To mention Half the 
Particulars relating to the above, would make a large 
Volume. I would therefore recommend, eſpecially 
to the Youth, the reading our Friend's Books on this 
Subject, and the Epiſtles of our yearly Meeting from 
their firſt Eſtabliſhment ; wherein they who are 


rightly 
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rightly diſpoſed to receive true Information, may 


perceive it is no light Thing to trample upon this 
precious Teſtimony. 


The Diſcipline of the Society, in n Tythe- 


* vindicated. 


The next Thing to be confi dered is the Bie 
or Manner of dealing with the unfaithful Members, 
who continue in the Practice of paying Tythes, in 
Oppoſition to the Advice of Friends and to the fun- 
damental Principles of the ROY 


The Minute of the as Mecting, 1706, is the 
moſt particularly deſcriptive of the Manner ot dealing 
with, and cenſuring thoſe who will not be reclaimed 
from their ſorrowful Defection; and at the fame 
Time breathes a truly Chriſtian Spirit of Tenderneſs 

and F orbearance towards the Unfaithful. 


It is in the following Wards, « This Meeting 
« doth earneſtly recommend to the ſeveral quarterly 


« and monthly Meetings, that they be careful and 


« diligent to make general Obſervations, how Friends 
« do anſwer and bear up their Teſtimony againſt 
« 'Tythes in their Practice: And if they ſhall find 
© any going under our Name, that do either pay or 
s receive Tythes, that they uſe their beſt and utmoſt 
« Endeavours, in the Spirit and Order of the Goſ- 
« pel, and in the Exerciſe of great Tenderneſs and 


“ brotherly Kindneſs to inform, convince, exhort, 


* admoniſh and reprove all ſuch, without Reſpect of 
D 2 5 „ Perſons, 
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te Perſons, as they ſee Cauſe, in Order to gain and 
* bring them to the Acknowledgement and Obedi- 
* ence of the Truth, in that Particular: And if after 
” nn tender and gentle Dealing with them, any ſuch 
continue in their Unfaithfulneſs, that then the 
« Meeting having exerciſed chriſtian Charity and 
2 t. Forbearance towards ſuch, and finding themſelves 
* clear in the Sight of God, do manifeſt and declare, 
ce that ſuch for their Unfaithfulneſs and Oppoſition 
« to that our Chriſtian Teſtimony, are unworthy to 
© he admitted to the Meetings for Buſineſs, or to be 
4 received to join in the Collections made by 
&« Friends, for the Service of the Church of Chriſt: 
« And if after that ſuch Perſons ſhall perſiſt in ſuch | 
e their Unfaithfulneſs and Oppoſition, that then the 


i „ Meeting proceed further in the Lord's power to 
give judgement, for the clearing of Truth and 


0 Friends as in the holy Fear, Council and Wiſ— 


© dom of God, they ſhall be directed and 2 
therein,” 


The foregoing Ste of 1706, appears to me to 
He couched in the Language of Truth: And ] verily 
believe it was dictated by beſt Wiſdom. Yet it hath 
been objected to by ſome, as too ſevere and not adapted 
to the preſent State of Things! For altho? ſay they 
it might be the Senſe of Friends then, the Wiſttom 


of the Society would not approve of ſuch àa Minute 
now ; and how little Regard has been paid to it, ap- 


pears from its having never been put into Practice, 
Jo theſe Objections I anſwer, that the Subſtance of 
them was ſtated by a quarterly Meeting a few Years 
x 480, 
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ago, and laid before the yearly Meeting in Order to 
take the preſent Senſe of that Meeting thereon: 
Who referred the ſaid quarterly Meeting for Direction 
how to deal with the Unfaithful, to the ſundry 
Minutes of the yearly Meeting on that Head, parti- 
cularly the Minute of 1706 : Whereby this Minute is 
confirmed; as to its Having never been put into 
Practice; the Aſſertion cannot be proved, for I have 
been certainly informed of divers Inſtances where it 
has been put in Practice, ſo far as to deny the Cok 
lections of Tythe-payers, and to refuſe them to ſit 
in Meetings for Buſineſs; and even of ſome who 
have been proceeded againſt to Diſownment. 


The firſt Step to be taken in dealing with the Un- 
faithful, is Admomtion : in which Friends are to uſe 

their beſt Endeavours, in the Spirit and Order of the 
Goſpel, and in the Exerciſe of Tenderneſs and bro- 
therly Kindneſs to inform, convince, exhort, admo- 
niſh and reprove all ſuch, without Reſpect of Perſons, 
in Order to gain and bring them to the Acknowledge» 

ment and Obedience of the Truth in this Matter. 
In this Work of admoniſhing, Friends have laboured 
more or leſs in moſt Places, I believe, where Occa- 
ſion! has required, and one Reaſon why a Proceeding 
to cenſure thoſe 'Tythe-payers, who, will not be re- 
claimed by the gentle Means of Admonition, has 
not been more general, appears to me to be, that 
the previous Labour of Admonition has not been fo 
cloſely attended to, as to clear the Minds of Friends 
for further Proceedings : For the Work being hard 
and unpleaſant, Friends have been diſcouraged; and 


thaſe ! 
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thoſe who have been engaged in it, have found it 

very cloſe and painful Labour, to deal with thoſe 
whom Cuſtom has ſettled in that great Defection, 
and over whoſe Minds Numbneſs, Darkneſs and 1 5 
ſenſibility have prevailed, ſo as to make them very 
hard to be reached. bal 


But where this Labour has been often repeated and 
long continued, even until thoſe who are engaged in 
it find their Minds fully clear, I ſee not how any, 
who conſider the Fitneſs of Things, can think ſome 
Degree of Cenſure avoidable. For my Part, I think 
it might have been better not to have begun to deal 
with the Unfaithful at all, than to leave them where 
they were found, or perhaps, in a more obdurate 
State; for they who reject much chriſtian Admoni - 
tion, of Courſe grow harder and more inſenſible. 
This Conduct would alſo be like giving up the Cauſe, 
and a tacit Acknowledgement that the Unfaithful had 
obtained the Victory over 'Truth's Teſtimony: It 
would eſtabliſh the Tythe-payers and. their Succeſſors 
in their great Defection: It would incorporate the 
Faithful and the Unfaithful in one religious Society. 
Such an Incorpotation obtained among them from 
whom we, as a People, were called to ſeparate; and 
if it ſhould fo obtain among us, would in Proceſs of 
Time make it neceſſary for them, who embrace the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus t to ſeparate from us. 


Some have objefted that their Parents were Men of 
Honour and good Eſteem, and yet always paid 
 Tythes ; and that divers of thoſe who are in the 
fame 
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fame PraQtice now, are as honourable and as well ac- 
counted of among Men, as thoſe who refuſe to pay; 
and from thence argued, it ſhould ſeem that the pay- 
ing Tythes did not make the Payers worſe than other 
Men; and that therefore all ſhould be left to their 
Liberty in ſuch indifferent Things. I anſwer, that 
in reſpe& to the moral Character of ſome, I believe 
the Allegation 1s true. I know ſeveral whom I love 
and eſteem for their Juſtice and Punctuality, and as 
far as it appears to me, for the Soundneſs of their 
Morals; and this is ſo far very becoming and com- 
mendable: Vet no more than what J believe might be 
ſaid with Truth of Numbers of thoſe, with whoſe 
religious Principles in general we can have no Unity: 
Than what may be true of many Papiſts, Mahome- 
tans, and even Pagans. Men may be in a good 
Degree ſound in their Morals, without being ſound 
in their religious Principles, or without being faith- 
ful to thoſe they profeſs, when theſe Principles are 
right in themſelves; and therefore when any Man is 
under dealing for acting contrary to the religious Prin- 
ciples which he profeſſes, the Rectitude of his Morals 
in other Reſpects cannot be a good Plea; for the 
Queſtion here, is not about Morals, but about a 
Breach of religious Principles. Now, as every So- 
ciety hath certain Bonds, by which its ſeveral Mem- 
bers are tied together, and united into one Body; ſo 
the Bonds of a religious Society are thoſe Principles 
and Practices, which are eſſential and fundamental to 
it: And the fundamental Principle of our Society is 
the Belief in the Manifeſtation, and immediate 
Teaching of the holy Spirit, the free Grace of God 
£0 
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to all Mankind individually. This is the Baſis of 
our Religion, and the Bond of our Union: And the 
Payment of Tythes for the Support of an hireling 
Miniſtry can never be reconciled to it. Since therefore 
ſuch Payment is incompatible with the Principles we 
profeſs, and contrary to the Senſe, Judgement and 


| Practice of all upright Friends, as will abundantly 


appear from a careful Perufal of the Advices of the 
yearly Meeting on this Head, contained in the print- 
ed yearly Epiſtles ; let every Tythe-payet alk himſelf, 
how can I continue a real and uſeful Member of that 
religious Society, from whoſe fundamental Principles 
I have departed ? And let him conſider that it is 
equally abſurd for him to pretend that he doth not 
differ from the Brethren in Faith, while he differs 
from them in Practice; for Works are the only certain 


Evidence of Faith, 


That he Defection of particular Perſons may 
greatly affect a Community, appears by the Caſe of 
Achan, recorded in the 7th Chap. of Joſbua, and 
that of the Tribe of Benjamin recorded in the 19 
and 20th Chap. of Judges. And under this Conſi- 
deration there appears ſufficient Cauſe, for thoſe who 
are concerned to work out their own Salvation, and to 
be clear of the Blood of all Men in the great Day of 
Account, to be very vigilant and watchful, leſt they 
ſuffer Sin to remain uncondemned either in them- 
ſelves or others. For even the old Law commands, 


* « Thou ſhalt in ary wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, 
and 


Levit. 19. 17. 
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aud not ſuffer Sin upon him.“ And in the new Law 


we have ample Directions upon this Head, both from 


the great Lawgiver himſelf, and his Apoſtles; one 
of whom exhorts thoſe who are qualified to watch 
over the Flock, as they that muſt give an Account. 
When Things are viewed in this Light, by thaſe who 


have the Weight of the Care of the Church, and 


God's Glory laid upon them, there is no middle 
Choice. They mult either diſcharge their Duty faith- 


fully in the Exerciſe of Goſpel Order, and in placing 
Judgement upon wrong Things ; ; in doing which the 


Meek are guided by unerring Wiſdom, whereby 
jaſting Peace is obtained: Or they muſt hazard the 


Loſs of that incomparable Felicity, if they flatter 
the Unfaithful and Diſorderly, to obtain a LEmpoonry 


Peace and Friendſhip with them. 


The NO” Step in dealing with the Tythe-payers 


is the Cenſure directed to be laid upon ſuch of them, 
as will not hear, and be reclaimed by Admonition, 
« If after ſuch tender and gentle Dealings with them, 


« any ſuch ſhall continue in their Unfaithfulneſs, n 


« then the Meeting having exerciſed chriſtian Cha- 


« rity and Forvearance towards ſuch, and finding 
« themſelves clear in the Sight of God, do manifeſt _ 
“and declare, that ſuch for their Unfaithfulneſs and 


 « Oppoſition to that our chriſtian "Teſtimony, are 
© unworthy to be admitted to the Meetings for Buſi- 


“ neſs, or to be received to join in the Collections 


made by Friends for the Service of the Church of 
4 Chriſt,” 
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Let us now conſider the Nature and Reaſonable- 
neſs of thad gentle and neceſſary Cenſure, which is 
directed to be laid by the monthly Meetings upon 
ſome of the moſt obdurate Tythe- payers, in Con- 
formity to the above recited Minute: And firſt of 
refuſing their Collections for the Service of the 
Church of Chriſt. 


This is a Step which cannot be attended with any 
real Injury to the Parties thus dealt with, but muſt 
ſurely afford them a convincing Proof of the Diſin- 
tereſtedneſs of the Society, and the Earneſtneſs of its 
Deſire to promote the good of all its Members. 
When they reflect on the repeated Labours extended 
towards them; when they find that their Friends are 
willing, nay determined, to facrifice their own out- 
ward Intereſt in Order to afford them Conviction, 
and regulate their Condu in a Matter fo eſſential, 

| ſurely they mult ſee the real Motive of ſuch Labour 

and Sacrifice; and perhaps be thereby led to a ſtill 
deeper Enquiry and more ſolid Conſideration; Our 
Society as is well known hath from its firſt Riſe, 
_ earneſtly pleaded for a free, diſintereſted Miniſtry, 
which agreeable to the Inſtitution of our great Lord 
and Lawgiver, is ſent and furniſhed by him immedi- 
ately, upon all Occaſions. He has promiſed to be 
with his Miniſters always to the End of the World ; 
and as this Promiſe will certainly be fulfilled, there is 
no Need to be at any Coſt to train them up in the 
Schools of Men for that Work. This human Me- 
thod of training up Men to the Miniſtry, was the 
Invention of Antichriſt. When the Fountain of 


$54 | living 
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living Water had been forſaken ; and as ſuch Train- 
ing up, like to that of other Trades, is attended with 
conſiderable Expence, Tythes and other Demands 
upon the People were contrived for the Support of 
the Miniſtry, then ordained by Men; and with a 
worldly Maintenance all Things became worldly and 
carnal in the Church of Antichriſt. Who, therefore, 
that hath but even a ſmall Glimpſe of the Nature of 
that hireling Miniſtry, which is ſubſtituted in the 
Stead of the true Miniſtry of Chriſt, can in the leaſt 
contribute towards the Support of it, without Sin ? 
'The Teſtimony of Friends hath been always full and 
clear againſt it, and was borne in early Times through 
very grievous Sufferings, even to the Loſs of the out- 
ward Subſtance, of the Liberty, and even of the Lives 
of many. For the Payment of Tythes, and other Sti- 
pends, upholds this mercenary Miniſtry; and their 
Miniſtry upholds their Worſhip, for the People ſeem 
to have no Notion of performing any public Worſhip, 
without the Help of a Miniſter : And do we ſuppoſe 
that a Worſhip upheld. by ſuch Means is acceptable 
to him, who muſt be worſhipped in Spirit and in 
Truth :The hireling Miniſtry, and the free Miniſ- 
try of the Goſpel are incompatible; and ever tend- 
ing to deſtroy each other. Pray, therefore, conſider! 
Can it be reaſonable in the Nature of Things, for a 
Man to contradict himſelf ſo far; eſpecially in a 
Caſe where Religion is fo deeply concerned, as to 
ſupport at once two Contrary Things, where the Pro- 
Motion of the one is in Effect the laying waſte of the 
other? For my Part I can ſec no good End it can 
anſwer, to uphold our Diſſent from the national Wor- 


E 2 ſhip, 
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ſhip, if we let fall our Teſtimony againſt Tythes, 
and conſequently peut an hireling — 


As to the Uſes our Collections are put to: A ehief 
and noble One is the voluntary ſupporting our Poor: 
This undoubtedly had its Foundation in the Love of 
God: That there might be no Beggar in our J/rael, 
nor any be reduced to the Neceſſity of having their 
Wants ſupplied by thoſe who are not in the Unity of 
the ſame Body; and for this Reaſon we are not free 
to receive the Collections of People who are not of 
us. And if it be ſaid this is not the Caſe with our 
Tythe-payers, who, tho' they fail in this Point, we 
muſt own are of us: I anſwer if this Point, wherein 
they fail, be of ſuch a Nature as to tend to lay waſte 
the Society; as I ſhall account the Payment of Tythes 
to be, until the contrary be proved. There is then 
the ſame Reaſon for refuſing their Collections, as for 
refuſing the Collections of thoſe of the national 
Church; fot as: the Payers of Tythes contribute to 
the Support of the principal. Pillars of that Miniſtry 
and Worſhip, the Upholding. whereof tends to the 
Deſtruction of our Society, they ſurely reſemble 
them more than us, for as to their owning the other 
Branches of our chriſtian Teſtimony, this may be the 
Hffect of Education, and of the teaching of others, 
and therefore too ſuperſicial to enable them to hazard, 
for the Sake thereof the Poſs of à little outward 
Subſtance or Liberty; and it ſeems moſt likely if the 
fare Trials were to attend the other Branches, as 

now attend that of Tythes and. Warden's Rates, 

Mat they would be given up preſently in like Manner. 
Nor 
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Nor i this an harſh and uncharitable Opinion; bes 
cauſe they generally have diſcovered a very great In- 
difference for the ſupporting of divers other Branches, 
wherein there has been any Croſs to bear. But, 
indeed, if all the Branches of our Teſtimony were 
owned, and exactly conformed unto, merely in the 
Strength and Will of the Creature, from Convince- 

ment and literal Knowledge only, without witneſſing 
a Meaſure of the Light and Power of the holy Spirit 
to lead thereinto, and to enable to maintain them 
faithfully, notwithſtanding the Sufferings and Oppoſi- 
tion to be met with: I ſee very little, if any, Advantage 
it would be, either to our Society or to Mankind in 
general, to maintain — after this Manner —_— 


„It: hath W = lean by fame, that a8 there are 
unworthy Poor ſupported by the Soctety ; there ſeems 
little Occaſion: to be ſo exact in regard to the Contris 
butors,. tho? ſome of them alſo may be deemed un- 
worthy. Anſwer, Let us remember our Lord's Saying 
it is more bleſſed to give than to receive. And, the 
Unworthineſs of ſome of our Poor may be owing to 
a Neglect of a ſeaſonable Exertion of Diſcipline, 
whereby perhaps the Individuals have ſuſtained a great 
Loſs in their ſpiritual Condition, as a timely Admoni- 
tion might have been a probable Means of reclaiming 
them. Such Aſſiſtance from the. ſpiritual- minded, 
hath ſometimes proved ſucceſsful in reſtoring. them, 
who have been overtaken with Faults: And if it had 
happened otherwiſe, and the-Society had diſcharged 

its. Duty, ſo as to be clear, ſuch diſorderly Walkers 
might have been Juſtly difowned. But where this 


necellary 
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neceſſary and chriſtian Care hath been neglected in its 
due Seaſon, the Rules of our Diſcipline doth nor 
allow Friends to diſown any for former Offences, 
when they come to-want, that they may not be faps 
poſed to act from the diſhonourable Motive of ſaving 
their Pockets. Beſides from the Nature of the 
Thing it is fcarce poſſible, but that the general Rule 
made for the whole Body, may be attended with ſome 
Inconvenience in particular Inſtances; yet ſurely, it 
cannot be prudent for the Society to deviate from its 
original Intention in the Support of its Poor, by ad- 
mitting unworthy Contributors becauſe there are a 
few nn! Receivers. 


0 Beſides the Support of our Poor, there are divers 
other Uſes to which our Collections are applied: But 
I ſhall only mention two, the firſt is, to print and 
diſtribute Books and Epiſtles for the Promotion of 
Truth, and to teſtify againſt antichriſtian Superſtition 
and Errors; and againſt none hath Friend's Teſtimony 
gone forth with more Earneſtneſs, than againſt 
T ythes and Prieſtcraft, becauſe, theſe always were 
the Bane of genuine Chriſtianity, But can they who 
help to uphold Tythes and Prieſtcraft, be * 
en to > aſſiſt i in teſtifying againſt them ? 


The other Uſe of our Collections i is to defray hs 
3 of public Friend's Horſes, and their own 
alſo, when in travelling they have to lodge at Inns; 
and alſo to pay for their Paſſage over the Sea, when 
Occaſion ſo requires, and they are not of Ability to 
bear ſuch heavy Expences denen without Injury 


to 


— 
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to their Families: For it has always been allowed by 
us, That the Workman is worthy of his Meat.” 

But can they, who actively contribute to the Support 

of an antichriſtian, hireling Miniſtry, be proper Per- 

ſons to aſſiſt in defraying ſuch Expences? Or can we 

ſuppoſe they, who (as it were) put their Lives in their 

Hands to run on the Lord's Errands, could be freę 

and eaſy to . of the Aſſiſtance of ſuch 3 * 


And further with Sorrow of Heart it may be ob- 
ſerved, that theſe Violaters of our Teſtimony have 
diſcovered too much of a dark, carnal Spirit. 
Whence, if the living, faithful Body were to unite 
with them in ſuch excellent Services, it might make 
them appear, to themſelves as well as to others, of 
more Importance to the Society than they really are: 


And this unjuſt Opinion of their State would be at- 


attended with bad Conſequences, both to themſelves 
in particular, and to the Society in general; and tend 
to eſtabliſh them in their deplorable Defection, as I 
believe it hath done already. For ſome of them 
have been obſerved rather to exult, as if the Society 
could not ſpare their Collections. Ye ſurely, if the 
Tythe-payers were to bear all the Expences of the 
Society, this would not contervail the Damage they 
do it, by violating this precious Teſtimony, 


Let the foregoing Obſervations ſuffice on the Sub- 
ject of refuſing the Collections of thoſe, who, after 
due Admonition, continue in the practice of paying 
Tythes, e is one Part of the Cenſure due to 

them. 
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them. The next Step conſiſts in refuſing ſuch, the 
Liberty of ſitting in our Meetings for Buſineſs, 


It ſeems to me exceeding inconfiſtent and unreaſon- 
able, that they who live in the repeated Practice of 
laing waſte, and deſtroying any Branch of that anci- 
ent, chriſtian Teſtimony, which we (as well as our 
Anceſtors) have to bear, ſhould be allowed to attend 
thoſe Meetings, which were appointed to take Care 
that the Members of our Society do not violate that 
Teſtimony, and thoſe Principles we have profeſſed to 
believe ever ſince we were a People. For what Be- 
nefit or Advantage can their Attendance bring? Can 
they conſiſtently be employed in the Service of the 
Church, who are afraid of ſuffering alittle in their 
Property for the Truth's Sake ? Or are they fit to 
| endeavour to reclaim others, who are themſelves ſuch 
bad Examples, and fo deficient in their known Duty? 
{ cannot ſee how they who are ſenſible of their Dif- 
ñciency and wrong Conduct, can deſire or offer to 


attend or act in thoſe Meetings. The not admitting 


them to ſit in Meetings of Diſcipline, may have 
ſomething more harſh in its firſt Appearance; but 
perhaps, when attentively viewed thro' a proper Me- 
dium, much of its apparent Severity will diſappear. 


5 I is generally allowed that ſuch Perſons as are not 
clear in this Reſpect, ought not to be appointed to any 
Office in the Church, —or in other Words, are not 
proper to be active Members: Some of the Unfaithful 
themſelves will allow this, and (perhaps from this 
Conſciouſneſs) generally avoid attending theſe Meet- 

ing 
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ing; but let it be confi dered that when a monthly 
Meeting is conſtituted by the Clerk's entering on 
| Record, the Names of thoſe preſent, every Member 
there in that Circumſtance becomes a Part of that 
Meeting, and each is virtually an active Member; 
either by Conſent, or Oppoſition, every Act of the 
Whole neceſſarily ſuppoſes a Concurrence of the Parts 
that compoſe it. He, either by ſpeaking to the 
Matters that come before it, gr by the Conſent of 
Silence, contributes his Aſſiſtance to every Act of 
that Meeting, which he does not publickly oppoſe. 
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".Buppolk therefore for ifa, a monthly Meeting 
| held wherein ſat two or three Tyrbe-pay ers; and 
that this Meeting were to appoint a Committee: to 
viſit, and labour with their untaithful Members : In 
that Caſe ſuch an Appointment would be virtually 
an Act, of the Tythe-payers themſelves in Con- 
junction with the reſt, unleſs they publicly oppoſed 
ſuch an Appointment. This appears to me to be 
an evident Inconſiſtency. If they did publicly op- 
ſuch Appointment, they would thereby openly 
r een themſelves Oppoſers of, and in that Point 
Enemies to, the faithful Brethren ; and conſequently 
muſt be very improper Perſons to fit as Judges in the 
"Church. If they did not oppoſe ſuch Appointment, 
then they would tacitly condemn their own Conduct, 
by virtually joining in the Appointment of others to 
deal with themſelves, for a Practice which if they 
think is right, they ought not to have a Hand in 
cenſuring; and which if they are convinced is 
wrong, equally OO them for the Office they 
| fill, 
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fill, even by their own Acknowledgement. It is 
evident that ſuch cannot properly fit as active Mem- 
bers in Meetings of Diſcipline ; and from the fore- 


going Remarks that when there, they cannot be 


neuter. They ' muſt either by Silence or Speech 
agree to, or oppoſe every Act of that Meeting, 


' whereof they are a Part. Therefore I think it evi- 


dently appears, that ſuch cannot with Propriety fit 
there at all: And that the refuſing them this Privi- 


ledge is not only conſiſtent in itſelf, but alſo the un- 


avoidable Conſequence of their own Conduct, which 


firſt diſqualifies them to enjoy it. But ſome may 


ſay, they are not convinced that they ought to refuſe 
the Payment of 'Fythes, this, may be the Caſe with 
ſome; I deſire ſuch to conſider, that as far as any 
are not convinced of our Principles, ſo far they are 
not properly of our Society, nor do ſtrictly belong to 


us, as being of another Perſwaſion and Judgement, 


and therefore they have no Reaſon to complain, if 
they are not allowed to ſit in Meetings, that are ap- 
pointed to take Care of the due Obſervance of thoſe 


Principles, which they do not believe. This Differ- 


ence in Opinion, if the Party was born in the Soci- 
ety, muſt proceed either from their Parent's Neglect 
in not bringing them up in the Knowledge and Belief 


of our Principles, or to their own Unwatchfulneſs, 


by which they have loſt their former and better Con- 
dition, and have given the Enemy an Opportunity to 
darken their Minds, and render them unable to ſee, 


and embrace the Truth as it is in Jeſus. But let 
| their DUDE of n of our Doctrines proceed from 


which 
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which Cauſe: it may, the Society is not anſwerable: 


It muſt and ought to lie at their Doors, who are the 
Cauſe of it. | 


Others may object, that the Payers of Tythes 
have been always admitted to fit in Meetings for Diſ- 
cipline, and that it is an Innovation to exclude them. 
Anſwer, it is not likely that the Payers of Tythes 


» 


if any ſuch there were, offered to attend thoſe Meet- 


ings for many Years after they were firſt eſtabliſhed ; 
becauſe the zealous Concern, that prevailed at that 
Time, ſcarcely would have admitted ſuch a Mixture 
of lukewarm Profeſſors, with the Profeſſors of 
Truth. And if the miſplaced Indulgence of latter 
Times has allowed it, this doubtleſs has tended greatly 
to the Hurt of thoſe who regard their Principles, and 
of thoſe who do not, For that Spirit of Indiffer- 
ence, which reigns in the latter, will always lie as 


a Burden, a dead Weight, and a Hinderance upon 


| thoſe who have the Cauſe of God at Heart, and la- 
bour for its Promotion: While at the ſame Time, the 
receiving of unbelieving or unfaithful Members, as if 
they were in full Unity and Communion, and of 
one Heart and Mind with their Brethren (like the 
Diſciples of old) when they were not ſo; ſeems a 


Procedure moſt likely to confirm them in their Un- 


belief, and to hinder their making a Search into 
themſelves, to fee whether all Things be right with 
them: Which they may probably do, when they | 
are juſtly treated like Perſons of a Afferen Per- 
ſwaſion from their Friends, in an Article that always 
has been regarded as an Eſſential of our Society, 

F 2 Therefore, 
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Therefore, if ſuch Perſons have been allowed to at- 
tend our Meetings for Diſcipline a long Time, that 
15 no Reaſon for a Continuance, but rather a Reaſon 
for the Diſcontinuance of it now; for as that In- 
dulgence has been tried, and moſt likely done more 
Harm than Good ; it is high Time to try whether 


à contrary Method may not have a better Effect, and 


be of more Service to the whole Body conjunctively. 


| Beſides, the different State of the Church, and 
Diſpenſation it may be under at various Times and 


Seaſons, may require different Rules and Regulations 


for the Government of it, ſuitable to its preſent Exi- 


gences ; and yet all proceeding from the ſame uner- 


ring Spirit: The Hiſtory of the Church of God in 
Ages paſt, plainly evinces this. We live at preſent 


in more Eaſe, and Freedom from outward Perſecu- 


tion, than formerly; and if F riends will not be faith- 


ful, and bear that little, in Compariſon of what it 


was, which it is ſtill our Lot to ſuffer; there is 


greater Need than ever for ſome to ſtand in the 
Gap, and to maintain our Diſcipline, in Order to 
prevent a further and more general Declenſion and 
Falling away from our firſt Love and Principles; and 
for that Purpoſe the Lord is laying a Concern upon 


ſome to be zealous for his Truth, and to eſtabliſh 


good and uſeful Regulations, which may ſerve as an 
Hedge about us, and as a Barrier, to keep out thoſe, 
who, by their Examples and Councils, might be a 
Means of hindring a Growth and Encreaſe in the 


bleſſed Truth, by lighting and diſregarding any 
Branch of is Teſtimony, | | 


It 
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It may be further objected, that the Refuſal of 
paying Tythes, and thoſe called Church-rates, is not 
a material Point, nor a fundamental Doctrine of 
ours ; and therefore every one ſhould be left to their 
Liberty in that Reſpect. Anſwer, all our Friends“ 
Writings unanimouſly demonſtrate, that from the 
Time of our firſt being a ſeparate People unto this 
Day, it has ever been the invariable Senſe of our 
Society, both in its collective capacity, and as Indi- 
viduals, that we cannot pay Tythes, without making 
ourſelves Hypocrites and Tranſgreſſors, by ſupporting 
and building up what we once endeavoured to de- 
ſtroy, or turn away from; and that our Predeceſſors, 
who bore the Heat of the Day, ſuffered deeply 
about forty Years on this Account. And ſhall we 
their Deſcendants be guilty of trampling upon their 
Blood, and deſpiſing their 'Teſtimony, for which they 
ſuffered ſo greatly, by cruel Beatings, Stonings, and 
Draggings by the Hair of their Heads, till they were 
left for dead, and inſenſible through Bruiſes and 
Loſs of Blood, and by long and hard Impriſonments 
in noiſom Dungeons, for declaring as they were 
commanded of the Lord, againſt the formal, falſe 
and hypocritical Will-worſhip, of hireling Teachers, in 
the Face of them, and their deluded Hearers, in 
their high Places ? Would it not have ſeemed ſtrange 
to theſe ſuffering faithful Servants of God, to have 
been told by their Brethren, or thoſe who pretended 
to be ſuch, that it was of no Conſequence, or not at 
all material whether they paid a Part of their out- 
ward Subſtance, wherewith the Lord had bleſſed 
them, to maintain and uphold this very Worſhip, 


and 
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and theſe Teachers ? Would not this have looked 
like downright Mockery ? And can it be called by 
ſofter Terms than a Trampling upon their Blood, and 
deſpiſing their Teſtimony ; if we act ſo directly op- 
poſite to that for which they ſuffered ſo much, as to 
contribute our Money to por what they law in 
the Light of the Lord, was an Abomination to him, 
and as ſuch were conſtrained by his Power to teſtify 
againſt at the Hazard of their Lives, from the Fury 
of an enraged Multitude of wicked Worſhippers, 
and their Prieſts? Vet our Friends were at Times mi- 
raculouſly preſerved from the natural Effects of their 
abuſe and violence, and healed AY: that almighty 
Power, in which they trulted, 


I would entreat thoſe who 8 the aforementioned 
Objections, to lay to Heart, and conſider well what 
is the Cauſe of their diſregarding this, and perhaps 
ſome other of our Principles as light and indifferent 
Matters, which they may either practiſe or not, as 
they chuſe, without a Breach of their Chriſtian Fel- 
lowſhip and Communion, Is it not owing, to a 
Want of a religious Concern, that they may be 
found faithful to what they know already, which is 
the Way to be favoured with a further Manifeſta- 
tion of their Duty ? To not being in the Practice of 
a conſtant, humble, awful Waiting upon the Lord, 
to know his Mind and Will, and of frequent reading 
the Holy Scriptures ? To not taking diligent Heed | 
to that divine Principle of Light, Life and Grace, 
from which all our Principles or Doctrine flow, as 
Water from tne Spring. 8 


It 
e 


cenſuring Tythe-payers, vindicated. 47 


It has been ſaid that a third Step is directed by this 
Minute, viz. A total Excluſion from Memberſhip, 
if the preceeding Steps do not effect the End propo- 
ſed. There is indeed ſomething further pointed at: 
But as that is referred to the Meetings as in the 

Wiſdom and Council of the moſt High, they ſhall 
be directed therein: I think it is ſafely left, as the 
Counſel and Wiſdom of the moſt High can never 
direct improperly. I hope if the monthly Meetings 
attend faithfully to the forepart of this Minute, 
the intended End may thereby be generally anſwered, 
neither is this latter Part our preſent Buſineſs. 
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